
Special Needs Report for Governors 
  
January 2021 
 

Overview 
 

SEND register  

Year Group SEN SUPPORT Education Health Care 
Plan (EHCP) 

Rec/ Nursery 13 1 

Year 1 8 4 

Year 2 9 3 

Year 3 8 4 

Year 4 8 2 

Year 5 6 3 

Year 6 5 3 

Total   57 20 

 77 

 
The number of pupils on roll identified as having a special educational need has increased to 77 which 
accounts for 17% of the total pupil population. This figure is slightly higher than the national average which 
is 14%.   
 
EYFS have the most pupils identified as having an additional need (14 pupils) with the majority of them having 
Communication and Interaction as their primary area of need. 
 
  

Four Broad Areas of 
Difficulty 

Number of pupils 
identified with 
primary need  

Percentage of 
pupils 

 (with SEND) 

National 
Average 

(%) 

Communication and 
Interaction 

30 42 % 31 % 

Social Emotional Mental 
Health 

22 31% 17% 

Cognition and Learning 
Needs 

13 18% 38% 

Sensory/Physical Needs 5 7% 6% 

*Please note that some children have multiple difficulties, but for the purpose of reporting the, a primary area 
of need is identified – This is categorised as the difficulty that causes the greatest barrier to a child/young 
person’s learning.  
 
The area of greatest need across the school is Language and Communication, which accounts for 42% of 
pupils with SEND at Our Lady and St. Joseph which is significantly greater than the National Average. A 
large proportion of these pupils are in Year 1. This is a trend that is likely to continue with the current Early 
Years cohort having very low language starting points, with some starting in Nursery with little to no language. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Interventions at OLSJ 
 
To address the language concerns in the Early Years and Year 1, we have two designated Speech and 
Language trained TAs, who implement daily language group interventions and attention ‘bucket time’ 
interventions to support the development of attention and concentration skills across the cohort.  
 
Miss Rowe also runs a ‘Circle Time’ intervention for students who need to build attention and concentration 
skills. EYFS and Key Stage 1 students attend a session on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings 
and KS2 attend a session on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday afternoons. 
 
Speech Bubbles is a drama-based intervention bought in from the Half Moon Theatre. It is a year-long 
intervention consisting of 45-minute weekly sessions that help to support children in Year 1 and Year 2 to 
develop speaking and listening skills, boosts confidence and encourages social and emotional development. 
There are two groups of 10 pupils and there has been very positive feedback from teachers, pupils and 
parents. 
 
A Cherry Trees Outreach Teacher, Louise Wilcox, will be working with the Inclusion Team this year at OLSJ. 
She is currently completing her NASENCO Award and will be conducting her research in our school. She will 
be supporting the Inclusion Team to better understand the needs of our learners, whilst also assessing the 
effectiveness of the interventions we have in place.  
 
Our Phoenix Outreach Teacher Sean Flynn is continuing to support us, parents, and our pupils with ASD 
across the school. 
 
Our SENCO previously attended a conference which focussed on ‘Recovery after COVID’. The course 
addressed ways in which the pandemic has impacted learning, physical health, social and emotional health 
and well-being. The conference took a deeper look at these issues and considered ways in which we can 
improve outcomes for pupils. A Keynote speaker from Young Minds discussed Trauma informed approaches 
and the response to COVID. There was also a workshop looking at the impact of Domestic Violence and how 
early intervention in primary and secondary schools can mitigate its pervasive impact. There was a session 
looking at creative ways of supporting children and young people to explore their feelings and fears in a 
school context, including building positive friendships, decision-making and consequences of actions.  
 
Our SENCO runs a number of Emotional Literacy groups across the school to support children who struggle 
to understand/process or express their emotions.  
 
All children on the SEN (K) register have had their half-termly Individual Education Plan (IEP) review meeting. 
These meetings were led by the SENCO and supported by each child’s class teacher and the Inclusion 
HLTA. All IEPs were shared with parents.  
  
Every Friday, Mr Scott comes in and takes students with a range of needs for 1:1 Music Therapy sessions. 
At the beginning of each half term, he meets with the SENDCO and individual targets are set for each child. 
For some students, the sessions are focussing on building attention skills and eye contact, whereas for 
others, music may serve as a means for them to channel their emotions. It has been a hugely successful 
intervention already this year and is something the children look forward to at the end of each week. 
 
Across all key stages we have the support of an Educational Psychologist and speech and language therapist 
1.5 days a week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Impact of Covid19 national lockdown 
 

 
The national lockdown has had a considerable impact on children’s schooling however despite this, it remains 
our utmost priority to ensure our students with SEND receive the provision they require.  
 
On-site learning 
 
Whilst we acknowledge that children with special educational needs may need specialist support, our primary 
means of supporting children is always initially through first quality teaching, with carefully differentiated 
lessons and resources to meet the needs of all learners. For this reason, all of our children with EHCPs were 
invited back to school for on-site learning to ensure we can support their needs to the best of our ability. We 
are well equipped to support children with SEND on site with each class allocated a full-time teaching 
assistant, in addition to a class teacher. Classes which require further adult support also have an additional 
adult. This means that we are able to ensure a high level of support for our children coming to school during 
the lockdown.  
 
Remote learning 
 
Students with SEND who remain at home for remote learning during the lockdown will also be receiving 
quality first teaching through the use of Google Classroom. A teacher is delivering lesson, mirroring that 
which is being covered in school, to ensure no child is missing out on any aspect of their learning. Teaching 
assistants are also at hand to support those with additional needs and provide feedback on work submitted 
online. 
 
Some students with SEND who are learning from home are unable to access Google Classroom and for this 
reason, every year group has also provided a paper pack of remote learning to be done at home. These 
packs have been differentiated to meet the needs of each child and staff are making frequent phone calls 
home to check in and support students.  
 
Special Educational Resources on school website 
 
In addition to these packs, we have ensured to keep our school website up to date with a wide variety of 
online learning resources for those with additional learning needs.  
 
The mixed resources packs on our website offer a huge range of lessons to choose from. 
 
To name but one example, the learning resources compiled by the Special 
Needs Jungle for students with SEND have a wide variety of resources for 
our students with additional needs.  
 https://www.specialneedsjungle.com/distance-education-resources-for-
children-and-young-people-with-send/  
 
This pack includes many different activities to choose from: health resources, 
wellbeing resources, sensory and social resources, social stories and life skills as well as formal education 
resources. The English section contains exciting video links to books read by celebrities, an online library 
and speech and language resources. There are also Maths and Art activities in addition to numerous special 
educational apps for children to enjoy.  
 
Some of our students who are on the Autistic Spectrum may not be accessing sensory-based learning 
interventions while at home, thus, we have ensured to provide links to websites where these interventions 
can be accessed online on a daily basis. We have links for sensory stories, massage stories and sensory 
activities for home. Packs with resources for sensory play (flour, rice, pasta, paints, food colouring et cetera) 
have also been delivered home to students in these cases to enable parents to engage in sensory based 
activities with their child.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.specialneedsjungle.com/distance-education-resources-for-children-and-young-people-with-send/
https://www.specialneedsjungle.com/distance-education-resources-for-children-and-young-people-with-send/


 
Our website also has links to lessons from Oakwood Academy designed 
specifically for children with additional needs. There are creative art lessons, 
lessons on independent living and early development learning to name but a 
few. There are also Numeracy based lessons with videos to talk the children 
through each activity step by step. 
 
 
 
Our website also has links to creative lessons like Art, with a range of different lessons 
teaching our students about different techniques while also giving them opportunity to 
engage in exploratory drawing.  
 
 
Ellen Finnegan (SENDCO & Inclusion Leader)     
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